68                    Pope Pius XI
General Haller, commander of the Volunteer Defence
Corps, and General Weygand, the French advisor, called
on the Nuncio to ask for his prayers. It was the eve of
the Feast of the Assumption; the Bolsheviks were outside
the city. Over a hundred thousand people marched
through the streets in processions. The next morning,
August ijfth, Warsaw was saved and the Bolshevik
retreat began. Many people in Poland do not so much
call this a battle as the miracle of the Vistula. When, a
week later, Parliament met, public thanks were given to
the Papal Nuncio, for his example in remaining in the
city and helping the citizens to keep their morale.
After this strain one might have thought Monsignor
Ratti would have had a rest, but no such opportunity
came his way. The Silesian plebiscite had still to be
settled and the risk of Warsaw falling had caused many
disturbances in the German areas. The plebiscite was not
actually held until March, 1921, and during all those
months Monsignor Ratti and Cardinal Bertram had a very
difficult time.
The Cardinal is considered by many to have let Mon-
signor Ratti down, by prohibiting, under penalty of
suspension of faculties, the participation of any of the
clergy in political propaganda outside their own parishes.
This, probably, was the only way of solving the problem,
but it made the Poles feel that it was a direct attack on
them, and although Monsignor Ratti knew nothing what-
ever about this prohibition until it had been published,
he had to share the blame with the Cardinal, since they
were both supposed to be working together.
From that time on there was a strong opposition against
him, even in the Vatican, but Pope Benedict XV had a